
LEICESTERSHIRE NOTES 
D1SCOVERI£S AND CHANGES IN THE LOUGHBOROUGH AREA 

The few antiquities of Loughborough are centred on a small area com
prising the Market Place and several surrounding streets (Baxter Gate, 
Church Gate, Swan Street, Ward's End, Woodgate, Pinfold Gate and 
Sparrow Hill). The waves of eighteenth, nineteenth and twentieth-century 
building would provide material for an interesting study of the industrial 
and social development of a country town. The purpose of the present 
notes is to provide a record of changes and discoveries which have been 
observed between September 1939 and March 1952. 

The Manor House 
This building-No. 11,. Sparrow Hill-successfully hides its antiquity 

under a modern shop-front. It is occupied by E. L. Fisher & Co. Ltd., and 
Mr. Frank Fisher has kindly provided information regarding an ancient 
fireplace which was discovered a year or two ago. (See Plate 9). Its 
presence was unsuspected until modernisation took place. When the 
covering plaster was stripped away the fireplace proved to be in excellent 
condition. Its most striking features are the huge block of masonry which 
forms the lintel, and its side pilasters, The fireplace is in an upper room 
(now a lounge), and when discovered its whole weight was supported by 
lodging on the extreme edge of an oak beam. The fireplace has been neatly 
adopted into the decorative scheme of the lounge. There is said to be an 
underground passage from this house to the parish church, which it faces 
across the graveyard. The passage was blocked up some years ago by the 
present owners. 

The adjoining house and shop to the north side of the Manor House 
probably once formed part of it-the rear premises are said to have been 
the brewhouse. 

The Great House or Guildhall 
This ancient building is near the Manor House, at the junction of 

Sparrow Hill with Church Gate. Although a small plate gives notice of its 
history, stating that King Henry VII slept there, the modern additions (par
ticularly at the Sparrow Hill corner) mask its age. This building still stands, 
although various alterations have recently nibbled away more of the original 
fabric and there are indications of more rapici decay in the west wall. The 
boundary wall was pulled down and rebuilt in 1951. The bricks in it 
proved to be closely similar to those employed at Kirby Muxloe castle. 
Perhaps this. is .not surprising, since the Hastings family were interested in 
both places. The present occupiers (Messrs. C. Lowe & Sons Ltd.) are 
using the second house along · Church Gate, proceeding from the Great 
House, as a store, but the intervening house is still in use as a residence. 
Both of these houses (Nos. 39 and 40) are old buildings. It is possible that 
they may have been occupied at some period by the Master and • Usher of 
the Burton Free Grammar School, which formerly stood facing them in the 
corner of the parish church graveyard. In the one now used by Messrs. 
Lowe it was found that the primitive sanitation system had been left for 
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decades without being cleaned out and the sewage had seeped away into an 
underground passage going to the church. If the informant who provided 
this information is correct, it indicates that there was a second underground 
way across Church Gate to either the church or the vanished school. 

The Eagle, Inn 
Again the building has portions much older than its Georgian frorit. 

Devastating fires in the eighteenth century no doubt account for the 
presence of so many three-storey Georgian buildings in Loughborough. 
This Inn was formerly "The Three Tuns". Once it was wedged up 
against the crowded property known as Steeple Row. This huddle of slum 
property with a most unsavoury reputation was cleared away just after the 
first World War and consequently the Inn now has a more open aspect at 
its rear. It is the second building from the church, after crossing the 
opening through which the New Boulevard has been driven, to replace the 
old narrow Steeple Row. The right hand entry of the Inn was a draw-in 
for numerous country carriers' carts. Wheff the bus traffic ousted the 
old _carriers, the yard was used for a time as a terminus for some bus 
services. 

The covered archway to the left hand reveals that there is a fragment 
of ancient stone walling left in the premises of the Inn. When this building 
was altered in 1949, the contractors discovered two wells. One was a 
rough brick structure and may not have been of great age. The other, 
however, was neatly built of stone. The owner informed enquirers that it 
wa:s of a great depth, of excellent workmanship and seemingly of great age. 
It is a pity the discovery was filled in and covered before a thorough 
examination could be made, especially in view of a Roman discovery reported 
in a later paragraph in these notes. This area is the highest point in the 
older portion of the town, and wells of considerable depth were provided 
inside all the principal houses. 

Burton's House 
Almost facing the Eagle Inn, on a site now occupied by a new street 

(Leymington Street), stands the now sole remaining fragment of an ancient 
house which was once the residence of the town's wool-merchant bene
factor-Thomas Burton. The accompanying photograph (Plate 9) 
illustrates its last sad decay, but shows also the substantial nature of its old 
stone walling. Burton's House had a long and changeful history. Much 
of that is now lost for ever, but it is known that for a period it served as 
the town gaol. Later an elementary school, run on the Lancastrian system, 
was erected near by, and the, house was then divided into two portions, 
providing residences for the headmaster and the caretaker. This school 
was superseded by a modem school on the Limehurst Estate which lies 
behind the church, and the old school was then pulled down. An inscribed 
stone panel from its walls was set up in the grounds of the new school. 
The house of Burton was being demolished when war broke out in 1939. 
The small fragment illustrated was retained as an air-raid shelter and still 
uneasily survives in 1952 as an electrician's store room. The last head
master resident in it (Mr. J. H. W. Matthews) discovered an internal well 
of great depth. He had it filled in because of possible danger to his young 
children. Perhaps when this last fragment of the house is finally destroyed 
there may be an opportunity to examine this well in detail. 
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The Old Theatre 
Erected in 1822, this stands opposite the Sparrow Hill chapel and 

it has passed through various phases, levitating between Drama and Theology. 
The Free Christian Chapel connexion held it for a period. They later were 
merged into the United Methodist Free Church and obtained the Sparrow 
Hill chapel. The theatre was later used by a Friendly Society. It provided 
a hall for use as a cinema in the early days of the films. The charge then 
was 1d. and 2d. per seat. The theatre building now resounds periodically with 
the strong voice of an auctioneer and the thud of his falling hammer. It 
may be a victim to demolition schemes before long. 

Unitarian Chapel, Warner's Yard 
This is Loughborough's oldest remaining place of Nonconformist 

worship-it was erected in 1744. Lying off Church Gate (on the right 
hand side approaching the Market Place) it is in an area due to undergo great 
change to provide a central bus station. Doubtless this building will then 
be swept away. In 1952 it is in use as a tradesman's store. 

George Assembly Rooms, George Yard, Market Place 
This old building has been pulled down during 1951. The Rev. 

Dimock Fletcher wrote in 1883 that "it appears that the Common Hall 
belonging to the Gild of St. George stood on the site of the old Assembly 
Rooms, in the George Yard". 1 The building may have been older in parts 
than Fletcher supposed. It had a stone foundation, which may have been 
part of the Hall of the Gild of St. George. The building when demolished 
proved to be heavily timbered, bur no metal nails or ties were used in its 
construction. The "nails" were sturdy oak pegs and they were quite free 
from decay. A heavy beam of great length ran the full distance of the 
building. The demolition contractor kindly cut out the upper portion of a 
king-pin to show the rebating and the use of the wooden pegs. The roof, 
with its newer tiles, had old reed thatching still beneath it. This was of a 
sturdy bamboo nature-very dry and still strong. The material may have 
been harvested in the "Rushes" area, which still remains as a street name. 
The bricks above the stone foundations were seemingly as old as those in the 
Great House. The Gild properties came into the possession of one of the 
Hastings family. Several old men in the town stated they could remember 
balls and meetings being held in these rooms. One said he last went into it 
when it was in use as a reading and games room. 

Dishley Mill 
On the outskirts of Loughborough,¾ mile beyond the Derby Road Railway 

Station, is the small hamlet of Dishley, and from the earliest documentary 
evidence its water mill has been in existence. A small stream was turned into 
a shallow sunken mill pool to gain the necessary water supply. About three 
years ago the old wheels were taken out, the pool was drained, the brook 
course widened and the buildings passed from use as a mill. The inhabi
tants of Loughborough have thereby lost their ice skating rink, but have 
gained in that the widened brook now carries the autumn and winter 
waters without flooding the main road. 

I Fletcher, Chapters in the History of Loughborough (1883), 11. 
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Nearer to Hathern, beyond the old toll-gate cottage (on the left facing 
Hathern) and the two newer farm cottages on the right, is a large arable 
field which breaks back some distance behind the farm cottages to Dishley 
Grange. In the corner of this field nearest to Hathern and fronting the 
Derby Road was an old mound, reputedly a tumulus. If it indeed was a 
burying place it would be classified as a round tumulus. The owner
occupier of the Dishley farm had this bulldozed down to aid his ploughing 
operations. The scattered soil was raw red clay and for two years the crops 
have shown some loss of yield in this corner. The mound still shows 
slightly above the level of the field and also encroaches a little into the next 
field towards Hathern. 

Thorpe Housing Estate, Ashby Road Corner Site 

A large posr-war housing scheme is in progress in the Thorpe Acre 
portion of the town. An auxiliary arm of this is now being laid out on the 
Ashby Road. Having passed the old Burleigh Brook Park, and the brook on 
the right, and Burleigh Hall to the left, the road veers in a right angle 
towards the railway line and the foot of Thorpe Hill. In the last week in 
March 1952, Mr. Frank Atkins, 241 Alan Moss Road, discovered a piece 
of pottery in the trench he was making. Wisely he sent for advice and the 
pottery (reconstructed) proves to be a Roman pot of a type similar to that 
shown in Collingwood, Archceology of Roman Britain, fig. 57, no. 74. It 
may well be of the "Derbyshire" ware. It has been reconstructed by Mr. 
V. P. Jones of the Loughborough School of Art and is to be deposited in 
Leicester Museum. 

GEO. H. GREEN 

LEICESTERSHIRE RECORD OFFICE 

During the year ending 31 March 1952 the County Record Office has 
received a number of small but valuable MS. collections. The most 
important are the parish records of Kirby Muxloe and a number of 
Enclosure Awards (some with maps) for seven Leicestershire parishes. 

The principal accessions are as follows : 

(I) PARISH RECORDS 

(a) Kirby Muxloe Parish. Parish Registers 1597-1925 (series not con
tinuous). Rate Books-Poor Relief, 1809-1867; Highway Rate Book, 1836-
1839. Accounts :-Surveyors of the Highway 1776-1837; Constables and 
Overseers of the Poor 1796-1830; Parish Account Book 1836-1848. Kirby 
Town Book 1705-1775. Apprenticeship Indentures; Justices' Removal 
Orders and Certificates of Burial in Wool. Miscellanea. 

(b) Braunstone Parish. Rate Book 1832-1853. 

(2) ENCLOSURE AWARDS, ETC. 

Croft: Award and Act. 
Hugglescote and Donington: Award, Map and Act. 
Humberstone: Award (also early Nineteenth Century Valuation Map). 
Leire : Award. 
Saddington: Award. 


